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I N T R O D U C T I O N

ave you noticed that some of life’s
very best things seem to happen unexpectedly, even accidentally, and quite
apart from our careful planning? It has been something like that with the
Stillspeaking Daily Devotionals.

In 2005, a group of pastors and writers came together and began writing
all sorts of things in support of the United Church of Christ’s Stillspeaking
ministry. “Stillspeaking” is the shorter version of “God is Still Speaking,” a
campaign by the United Church of Christ to simply remind people that God
didn’t stop speaking at the end of the Bible and still has a lot more to say.

In 2008, we got the idea of doing daily email devotionals for Lent. We
had no idea if it would work. We were more than pleasantly surprised,
thrilled really, to find thousands of people signing on and making the de-
votionals a part of their daily life.

Suddenly, it seemed the devotionals were popping up all over and
being mentioned at denominational meetings, congregational events, and
in personal contacts. People we writers had never met felt connected with
us. The devotionals were being commented on and shared via email, text
messages and phone conversations, and have since made their way to a
healthy presence on Facebook and Twitter. Given the response, which we
never anticipated, we felt led to continue the Stillspeaking Daily Devo-
tionals beyond Lent, and have since made it a daily email devotional that
now goes to over 20,000 people in the United States and abroad.

We try to write devotionals that are light-hearted, God-filled and
provocative. In that spirit, we thought it would be fun to compile a col-
lection of a year’s worth of daily devotionals in book form—and this is it.
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God is Still Speaking: 365 Daily Devotionals is a collection of devotionals
for the person who thinks they don’t like devotionals (“too religious”), for
the person who wonders if God is still speaking in the world today, and if
so, what difference does it make? For the person who wonders if God has
anything to say about what they face each day when they get up in the
morning, for the person who isn’t interested in a lecture or simple-minded
inspiration. These are devotionals for the person who isn’t always sure that
the Bible has much to tell them, but is curious and willing to find out.

If you are that person, this collection may surprise you and will cer-
tainly engage you. Here are short reflections for every day of the year,
each one based on a Bible passage, that address a wide array of subjects,
including many not usually considered “devotional” material. No matter
the subject, they are always heartfelt, frequently humorous, and occa-
sionally provocative.

These devotionals are written to help you see God in your daily life
and not just on Sunday morning or in stereotypically spiritual settings.
They will show you that there is nothing in human experience that is 
beyond God’s presence or grace. And they will deepen your life while light-
ening your day as you find ordinary life opening with extraordinary and
unexpected grace.

Anthony B. Robinson, 
for the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group
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J ANUARY  1

I  C A N ’ T F O R G I V E M Y S E L F

Martin B. Copenhaver

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, LORD, who could stand? But there is
forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. Psalm 130:3–4

I OFTEN HEAR PEOPLE say something along these lines: “I am finding it
hard to forgive myself.” Hard? How about impossible? As someone once
put it, we can no more forgive ourselves than we can sit in our own laps.
What we can do is receive the forgiveness of another. Forgiveness is not
an achievement. It is always a gift. And that is part of what brings us to
worship each week—to receive the gift of God’s forgiveness.

Someone I know left the church early in his adolescence, but difficult
circumstances in his life prompted him to go back to worship—just to
check it out, mind you. He wasn’t about to get carried away. He was will-
ing to make a small tentative step, however. He sat in the back pew, so he
could observe. But when they came to the prayer of confession and he
heard everyone say together, “We have done those things which we ought
not to have done and we have left undone those things which we ought to
have done,” he smiled and said to himself, “Sounds just like my kind of
crowd. I came to the right place.”

PRAYER: Dear God, forgive me, because, try as I might, I am not able to forgive myself.
Help me to receive forgiveness as the gift it is. Amen.
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J ANUARY  2

A N A F T E R - H O U R S I N V I T A T I O N

Kenneth L. Samuel

Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free
of deceit. . . . If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will
find no wickedness in me. Psalm 17:1, 3

ACCORDING TO EPHESIANS 2:8, we are saved by grace, through faith, so
we have nothing to boast of, regarding our own self-righteousness. But an
exclusive emphasis on God’s grace and mercy can sometimes give license
for lack of integrity and moral accountability.

It is said that integrity is who you are when no one is looking at you.
Integrity is who we are in the dark. It is our “after-hours” character. It is
the values we live out through the night. The mercy and the grace of God
should never allow us to renege on our responsibility for personal integrity.

There is something ethically reckless about crying out to God for justice
while we compromise our moral values and live our lives in moral duplicity.
The psalmist was not morally perfect, but he was also not morally irresponsi-
ble. He invites God to test the integrity in his heart by investigating his life
after hours to see if his daytime persona was consistent with his nighttime be-
havior. This is not about being boastful; it is about being consistently faithful.

Public pleas for justice and righteousness are one thing, but how much
scrutiny can our personal lives really stand? What inconsistencies in our
own character do we continue to pamper and propagate? Aside from the
religion that we practice in public, can anyone tell who we really are in
private?

Mahatma Gandhi admonished us, “Be the change you want to see in
the world.” That change begins with our own commitment to practice
what we preach—even after hours.

PRAYER: Dear God, please place us on the path toward greater honesty and integrity
in our public and in our personal lives. Guide us in truth and sincerity as we commit
ourselves to becoming all that we know we should be. Amen.
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J ANUARY  3

D I S C I P L I N E Y O U R S E L V E S ,  O R E L S E

Lillian Daniel

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope
on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 1 Peter 1:13

IF HOLINESS IS RELATED TO DISCIPLINE, I may be in trouble. I didn’t join
the UCC to be told to discipline myself. I associate that kind of talk with
churches that I do not want to belong to. But here it is in the Bible. If the
early Christians needed to be told this, maybe I do too.

Many of us associate discipline with cruelty at the hands of another;
therefore it is not something we want to do to ourselves. Who wants to
give themselves a punishment? But this scripture is about self-discipline,
not discipline from someone else. We are told that this kind of discipline
will “prepare our minds for action.”

How many times have you wanted to do something good for God,
but, somehow, it never happened? Maybe we need to focus less on the
action and more on being a disciple. Our discipline is not the result of
a cruel and more powerful person threatening us. We are disciples of
Jesus, who offers love as the discipline. What is it that Jesus wants you
to focus on?

PRAYER: Gracious God, what action should I prepare my mind for? In what area do I
need to discipline myself? Jesus, help me to pay attention, so that I may be holy by
doing your work in the world. Amen.
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