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F O R EWO R D

The world always needs good preaching—preaching that
understands the complexities of a global economy, the anx-
iety and alienation that accompany the existence of global

social media, and the challenges of greed and exploitation that both
produce and consume the burgeoning of phenomenal wealth.

Today “rich young rulers” are heading to hell at warp speed
and are trying to take the environment and all God’s children
with them. Enter the prophetic voice of Otis Moss Jr. and III.

Prophetic voice is intentionally singular, for Otis Moss Jr. and
III together successfully transcend the divide from the Depression
of the thirties to the lingering sluggishness of today.

The Moss family comes out of and helped to make the sixties
civil rights movement. Father Otis emerged as a strong voice of
conscience and tactical wisdom in the student sit-in movement
as a Morehouse School of Religion and Interdenominational
Theological Center student. Mother Edwina spent the early 
sixties on the staff of Martin Luther King’s Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. It was Dr. King and Dr. Samuel
Williams, Morehouse College philosophy professor, who conse-
crated their union, which produced Otis III. Otis, the elder, was
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baptized in “muddy water” in the creeks of Troup County, Geor-
gia, during the same era that revealed Emmett Till’s lynching in
Mississippi’s muddy waters. But for the grace of God, any of us
from that era could have suffered a similar fate. Anyone could be
killed for “too haughty a spirit or reckless eyeballing.”

This was the same era that sent Martin Luther King Jr. on 
a midnight ride in chains, across three hundred miles of bad
Georgia roads from DeKalb County to Reidsville penitentiary.
He had been arrested with others in the Atlanta Student Move-
ment picketing Atlanta’s downtown department stores. The
charge used to single out Dr. King was a probation violation for
an expired Alabama driver license.

We all learned of candidate John F. Kennedy’s phone call to
Mrs. King, but even the students with whom he was marching
never understood the horror of that ride—a ride which he was 
accompanied by only a German shepherd who growled every time
he rolled near him. Only much later did Dr. King confess that this
was his most difficult trial, worst than being bombed, stabbed, and
beaten in previous situations. This was a blatant effort at the cruel -
est conceivable mental and spiritual torture. This was South Africa,
Guantanamo, and Abu Ghurab a half century earlier.

Young Otis learned these lessons with his mother’s milk and
from an older sister who bravely fought through her own struggles
and survived only long enough to “ground” her baby brother in
the fundamentals of his faith and African American culture. He
was rocked to sleep to the tunes of a people who truly believed, “I
know I got religion, and the world can’t do me no harm.”

As he developed confidence and physical prowess as a high
jumper and middle-distance runner in Shaker Heights High School
in Shaker Heights, Ohio, he also witnessed a powerful Christian
ministry at Cleveland’s Olivet Institutional Baptist Church.

Their life spanned from the struggles of Cleveland’s poor to
the threat and temptation of Shaker Heights glamorous suburban
materialism.
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After following his father to Morehouse and his “calling to
preach,” young Otis charted his own ministry with youth gangs
in New Haven, Connecticut, the New South in Augusta, Geor-
gia, and now at Trinity United Church of Christ. Now there is a
family ministry in the congregation that nurtured Oprah Winfrey
and Barack Obama and, on any given Sunday, welcomes seekers
from as close as Chicago’s South Side to as far away as the North-
ern Lights of Norway.

The depth and breadth of this multigenerational family ministry
should raise you spiritually to new heights through the two Otises’
prophetic voices, tempered by the trials and sufferings of half a cen-
tury, these sermons cut through the crap of our times. Father and
son once again help us to see the power and purpose of God, the
movement of the Spirit, and the presence of a Living Christ.

Andrew Young
Former United States Ambassador
to the United Nations
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