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Going Out on a Limb
Followers of Jesus Often Take 
Chances

SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:1–10 GNT

OBJECT FOR SHARING: A tree limb as large as is convenient

PRESENTATION: This lesson might be shared during the season 
of Epiphany, drawing a connection with the magi, who “went 
out on a limb” in their journey and search for the Christ Child 
and in defiance of King Herod.

Have you ever heard the expression “going out on a limb”? What 
do you suppose that means? If I were to climb a tree and then start 
crawling out toward the end of limb, what might happen? Right! The 
tree limb might break off and I would fall to the ground, perhaps 
injuring myself badly. Believe it or not, there is a true story about a 
man who was trimming a tree with a saw and he actually sawed off 
the limb he was sitting on! How silly is that?
 So, to go out on a limb means taking a chance, taking a risk. And 
it has become an expression we use whenever we do something that 
is taking a chance or a risk. For instance, suppose a friend comes to 
me and asks me to sign a bank loan for him so he can buy a new car. 
If I do that and he decides to not pay the loan, then I am stuck with 
the loan and will have to pay for his new car. So to do that I would 
be taking a chance, taking a risk, going out on a limb.
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be one of God’s faithful children? To show what it means to be fully 
human and persons of respect, integrity, justice, and compassion? I 
reiterate, how appropriate is the title The Shining Light.
 No greater task can we think of than that of holding “the shining 
light” before the children of our families and churches.

Introduction
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